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Mission Statement

The mission of the Faculty of Education is to provide an enriched environment for
students to receive an excellent professional and academic training to become leaders in the
field of education. We hope to extend our influence in Hong Kong education by rendering
assistance to government and school authorities in school reform with the ultimate goal of
providing quality education for our children. We strive to become a leading research centre
in educational studies and professional development in education in the Pacific Rim. The
Faculty also seeks to contribute towards the blending of Chinese and Western cultures
through teaching and research.

History of the Faculty of Education — Key Events

Formative Years:

In 1965, the School of Education was established as the first professional school of the
University. During its early year, the School was simply to provide a one-year Diploma in
Education Programme to train university graduates to become professional teachers at the
senior secondary level. It was run on rented premises in downtown Kowloon, with only a
handful of lecturers offering a dozen of courses to some twenty students.

Growth Years:

In the mid-1970s, secondary education in Hong Kong underwent rapid expansion. Local
educational authorities began to emphasize the professionalization of teachers. University
students teaching in secondary schools were required to obtain a Diploma in Education
before they were fully-qualified and eligible for promotion. Hence, the social demand for
postgraduate teacher training increased tremendously. There was also an emerging need for
more education researchers. The School of Education responded to such needs by expanding,
diversifying, and upgrading curricula and facilities. It moved into Shatin in 1973 and
operated in classrooms and offices on the Chung Chi campus. In the same year, a new
programme leading to the Master of Arts in Education was offered.

In 1978 when the Hong Kong Government formulated the development plans for senior
secondary and tertiary education, the School already had 15 full-time lecturers and about
500 students in the one-year full-time diploma, two-years part-time in-service diploma, and
the Master of Arts (Education) programmes. In the years that followed, the School continued
to develop in accordance with government educational plans to meet social needs.

For the first 20 years of her existence, the School functioned rather independently, first
as a unit directly under the University Senate, and following a major reorganization of the
University in 1976-77, as a separate division within the Graduate School. While the staff and
students of the School were full members of the University, the School was different from
other academic units in that it did not have any elected representatives in the academic and
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administrative structure of the University and did not have a faculty board or board of
studies.

Period of Change and Reorganization:

In 1987-88, the School teaching staff unanimously adopted a resolution requesting the
University to reorganize the School into a Faculty with three departments, viz., Curriculum
and Instruction, Education Administration and Policy, Educational Psychology. The
University Senate accepted the proposal in principle, and further resolved to transfer the
Physical Education Unit which has been in charge of undergraduate physical education to
the School to facilitate research development and professional training in that discipline.

In 1988-89, the School teaching staff elected from among themselves the Director of the
School for the first time. Other re-organization were also carried out step by step. In 1991-92,
the School formally became the Faculty of Education having the same status as the Faculties
of Arts, Science, Social Science, Business Administration, and Medicine.

In 1993, the Hong Kong Institute of Educational Research was established. This marked
a significant development in the Faculty of Education as it provides an independent,
well-equipped resource centre dedicated to research and publication. The Faculty bilingual
Education Journal, Journal of Basic Education, and series of research monographs are
published through the Hong Kong Institute of Educational Research.

In 1998, the Centre for University and School Partnership was established under the
Faculty of Education to foster a healthy and mutually beneficial relationship between the
University and the school sector to bring desirable change in individual schools as well as in
the school community.

Current and Future Development

There are now four departments within the Faculty of Education: Curriculum and
Instruction, Educational Administration and Policy, Educational Psychology, Sports Science
and Physical Education and Physical Education Unit. During our period of re-organization,
major changes and expansion were made in ours study programmes:

Year Programme Introduced

1965 |Diploma in Education Programmes

1973 |M.A. (Education) Programme

1988 |Part-time B.Ed. (Primary Education) Programme ©

1989 |Part-time B.Ed. (Physical Education & Sports Science) Programme @

1990 |Ph.D. in Education

1992 M.Phil. Programme, M.Ed. Programme to replace the M.A. (Education)
Programme

1994 Full-time B.Ed. (Primary Education) Programme ®
B.Ed. (Physical Education & Sports Science) Programme @
1997 |Doctor of Education Programme




Year

Programme Introduced

1998

Full-time B.Ed. (Language Education) Programme
Part-time Postgraduate Diploma in Education (Primary) Programme

2000

Full-time B.Ed. (Mathematics Education) Programme ©

Full-time Postgraduate Diploma in Education (Primary) Programme

Advanced Postgraduate Diploma in Education (Guidance and Counselling)
Programme ®

2001

Advanced Postgraduate Diploma in Education (Information and Technology)
Programme®

Advanced Postgraduate Diploma in Education (Putonghua Education) Programme
®

2002

M.A. Degree Programme in Putonghua Education
M.Sc. Degree Programme in Exercise Science

2003

M.A. Degree Programme in Information Technology in Education ®

2004

M.A. Degree Programme in English Language Teaching

M.A. Degree Programme in School Guidance and Counselling

Advanced Postgraduate Diploma in Education (Arts in Education) Programme ®
Postgraduate Diploma Programme in Exercise Science and Physical Education®

2005

M.A. Degree Programme in School Improvement & Leadership

M.A. Degree Programme in Sports Studies

M.A. Degree Programme in Student Activities in Education

Advanced Postgraduate Diploma in Education (Liberal Studies) Programme ®

Postgraduate Diploma in Education Programme (Knowledge and Pedagogy for
Liberal Studies) ®

Postgraduate Diploma in Education Programme (Subject Knowledge and Pedagogy
for English Language Teaching) ®

2006

M.A. Degree Programme in Chinese Language Education

M.A. Degree Programme in Curriculum Development and Teaching of Liberal
Studies @

M.A. Degree Programme in Values Education

M.Sc. Degree Programme in Mathematics Education

Postgraduate Diploma in Education Programme (Subject Knowledge and Pedagogy
for Chinese Language Teaching) ®

Full-time B.A. (English Studies and Education) Programme @)

2007

M.A. Degree Programme in Early Childhood Education
M.A. Degree Programme in Parent Education ©
Part-time B.Ed. (Early Childhood Education) Programme @)

2008

Full-time B.A. in Chinese Language and Literature and B.Ed. in Chinese Language
Education Co-terminal Double Degree Programme @@ @)

Full-time B.A. (English Studies) and B.Ed. (English Language Education)
Co-terminal Double Degree Programme @3

2009

Bachelor of Education (Liberal Studies) Programme

2011

M.A. Degree Programme in Teaching Chinese as an International Language

2012

Bachelor of Education in Mathematics and Mathematics Education
2-Year B.Sc. (Exercise Science and Health Education)

2016

Postgraduate Diploma in Education (Early Childhood Education) Programme
2-Year B.A. (Early Childhood Education)




Year Programme Introduced

2019 M.A. Degree Programme in Professional Educational Psychology
Bachelor of Education (Early Childhood Education) Programme

2020 [MSc in Sports Science and Physical Activity

terminated in 2004

terminated in 2002

terminated in 2000

renamed as B.Ed. in Physical Education, Exercise Science and Health Degree Programme with effect from

2012-13

terminated in 2008

suspended for admission since 2013-14

renamed in the Chinese programme title with effect from 2016-17 and terminated in 2019

suspended for admission since 2014-15

suspended for admission since 2008-09

suspended for admission since 2015-16

a programme jointly offered by The Chinese University of Hong Kong and The Hong Kong Institute of Education,
renamed as B.A. (English Studies) and B.Ed. (Honours) (English Language Education) Programme in 2008 and
terminated in 2012

terminated in 2013

restructured from Full-time B.Ed. (Language Education) Programme

renamed as B.A. and B.Ed. in Chinese Language Education Co-terminal Double Degree Programme with effect
from 2010-11

renamed as B.A. (Chinese Language Studies) and B.Ed. (Chinese Language Education) Co-terminal Double
Degree Programme with effect from 2015-16
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The Faculty of Education currently has a team of more than 170 full-time teaching and
research staff with a student population of over 2,200 who are pursing different programmes
of studies: the Doctoral Degree Programmes, the Master’s Degree Programmes, the
Postgraduate Diploma in Education Programmes, the Postgraduate Diploma Programme,
and Bachelor Degree Programmes of various specializations. These programmes report to
three Boards of Studies respectively: Board of Postgraduate Studies in Education, Board of
Professional Programmes in Education, and Board of Undergraduate Studies in Education.
The Faculty also offers physical education and general education courses for undergraduate
students of the University.

In recent years, the Faculty, in collaboration with the Hong Kong Institute of
Educational Research, introduced a number of Master of Arts Degree Programmes in
different disciplines for in-service teachers.

We have a special commitment to serve Hong Kong, other major Chinese societies, and
towards the blending of Chinese and Western cultures through teaching, research, and
services. With the reorganization of the new Faculty completed, the Hong Kong Institute of
Educational Research well established, and the new Centre for University and School
Partnership in operation, we are in a better position to fulfill our commitment and we will
double our effort in the production and dissemination of cutting-edge knowledge and ways
to improve educational practice.



